MEDNET: a medical simulation network grand challenge.
The need to improve war-fighter training led to significant advancements in simulator technology. Now, simulator technology is ready to be applied to a new challenge: an evolutionary approach to training military medical personnel that will result in improved combat casualty care. With the exception of the introduction of helicopter evacuation support during the Korean War, changes in combat casualty care have not significantly altered the percentage of wounded soldiers lost in combat since World War II. The introduction of battlefield simulator training has improved strategic planning and combat readiness. It is time to apply these same tools to improve medical planning, military medical readiness and execution of casualty care.